Birdathon 2010

[image: image1.wmf]Every spring for the past 29 years, I’ve headed out with my itinerant birding buddies (Terrie Smith and Peter Hogenbirk but Tony Bigg unavailable this year unfortunately – his keen eyes and ears and his limitless energy were missed as the day wore on). We were out before midnight and drove through the night to the best birding spots we knew in our Durham and Carden birding loop. We tromped through woods, stared at silent blackened forests and sat by marshes – hoping to find as many birds as we could in about 20 hours of birding.

The day started as always at Oshawa Second Marsh for a quick jumpstart to our day with some marsh birds. Surprisingly the first of the day was a Bank Swallow- never had one so early before – didn’t even know they flew at night! Marsh Wrens, Canada Geese, Swamp Sparrows and a lone Spotted Sandpiper piped their songs/calls well in advance of dawn. But no rails or bitterns announced their presence – bad omen? Yes it was - at our next stop we missed our Screech-owl and then Barred, Long-eared and Northern Saw-whet Owls – well you get the idea - few of the night birds we had hoped to hear presented themselves. On Grasshopper Road near Long Sault, we did find Grasshopper Sparrow and Whip-poor-will, which took the edge off the cool and lonely night. Our first rail, a Virginia, presented itself at 4:00 a.m. at Prospect Marsh near Kirkfield. This was only our 13th bird, way below average, despite excellent weather and wind conditions. We soon started to add birds however, as American Woodcock, Common Nighthawk, Field Sparrow and Eastern Towhee joined the chorus – 4:33 a.m. and 21 species. 

The Sedge Marsh on Wylie Road in Carden is always one of my favourite spots, whether it’s about the birdathon or not. It did not disappoint as we recorded Sora, Sedge Wren, American Bittern (two seen well), Veery and Ruffed Grouse in quick succession – 31 species by 4:53 a.m. Moving north along Wylie Road, it was finally fully light and we started seeing more birds, rather than just relying on our hearing – Vesper Sparrow, Hermit Thrush, Brown Thrasher, Wild Turkey, Chestnut-sided Warbler, White-throated & Clay-coloured Sparrows and Purple Finch added to the cacophony – 6:06 a.m. – 53 species. The day was shaping up well, but still behind schedule!

Alvar Road runs east-west above Wylie Road and is another of my favourite spots as it has a distinctly “northern” flavour. Scarlet Tanagers, several Black-billed Cuckoos (great Eastern Tent Caterpillar year), Black-throated Blue Warbler, Swainson’s Thrush, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker and Pileated Woodpecker joined Winter Wrens, Northern Waterthrushes and Blue-headed Vireos. A very late Dark-eyed Junco was a rare find! (66 species at 6:45 a.m.). At the west end of the road we added Eastern Wood Pewee and Indigo Bunting. Moving south we birded McNamee Road and Cty Rd. 35 and found Upland Sandpiper, Cliff Swallow, American Kestrel, Merlin and Loggerhead Shrike and we then drove back up Wylie Road for a few more minutes where we added Common Raven, Northern Harrier, Eastern Bluebird and Golden-winged, Canada and Mourning Warblers (96 species – 9:46 a.m.).

Time to head south we did a quick unproductive visit to Cranberry Lake, where we had hoped to find Sandhill Cranes but to no avail and then went south from Bolsover, finding an unexpected Red-headed Woodpecker along the roadside. At 10:30 we arrived at Cannington sewage lagoons, where Common Moorhen, Blackpoll Warbler, Ruddy Duck, Semi-palmated Plover, Dunlin and a latish Lesser Scaup boosted our total to 112 by 11:04 a.m.. Off to Port Perry and its lagoons (don’t forget to buy your permit!), we added Black Tern, Chimney Swift, Gadwall, Greater Scaup, Trumpeter Swan, Green-winged Teal, Bufflehead, Short-billed Dowitcher and Willow Flycatcher (123 species at 1:01 p.m.). 

Now we again wandered southwards towards the lakeshore, stopping on Westney Road North where we added Blue-winged Warbler and both Cooper’s and Red-shouldered Hawks. A side trip to east Scarborough for a “guaranteed” Carolina Wren bombed out and so we started the long survey of the lakeshore from Rotary Park (where we found a late Glaucous Gull) to Oshawa’s Second Marsh and the Darlington Beachfront. Thickson’s Woods was not kind to us, but we did add Great Horned Owl (which I missed), Red-breasted Nuthatch, Orchard Oriole and a Wood Thrush and Downy Woodpecker (finally). At Cranberry Marsh, we found Pied-billed Grebe and a lone Black-bellied Plover, while at Cool Hollow we added Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Solitary Sandpiper and Black-crowned Night-heron. Whitby Harbour offered one of our two Northern Mockingbirds for the day, while Second Marsh was pretty good, but little new was added – Northern Pintail being the best bird. Offshore from it however was good – Common Golden-eye, hundreds of Long-tailed Ducks, several White-winged Scoters and 6 Black Scoters were good finds. Peter spotted a distant alternate plumaged Red-throated Loon to finish off our day at 154 species at 20:23 p.m. See attached Excel sheet for a full list of species. 

Not a bad day all in all – maybe next year I can reach my 170 – 29 failures in a row so far! Thanks to all of you who supported me so generously again this year! 

I hope to see you next year for my 30th!

GeoffCarpentier
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